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Who 1s “all”?

What is basic income?

At what level?

Should it be equal for all?

“A Basic Income is a periodic cash payment unconditionally delivered to
all on an individual basis, without means-test or work requirement.”

How should it be financed?

What about the ‘cousins’ of basic income?

(Basic Income Earth Network, 2023)

How will it fit within the existing system?
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Traditional surveys

‘Some countries are currently talking about
Introducing a basic income scheme. In a
moment, | will ask you whether you are against
or in favour of this scheme. First, 1 will give you
some more details. A basic income scheme
would include all of the following: (1) The
government pays everyone a monthly income to
cover essential living costs, (2) It replaces many
other social benefits, (3) The purpose is to
guarantee everyone a minimum standard of
living, (4) Everyone receives the same amount
regardless of whether or not they are working,
(5) People also keep the money they earn from
work or other sources, (6) This scheme is paid
for by taxes. Overall, would you be against or in
favour of having this scheme in [country]?’

European Social Survey (2016)

Survey experiments

Wording

Everyone, also newcomers

Residency requirement

Nationality requirement

Conditionality Fully unconditional

Caring/volunteering required

All benefits replaced

Several benefits replaced

Replaces but supplements

No benefits replaced

Budget neutral

The Belgian government provides a monthly
income of 500€.

The Belgian government provides a monthly
income of 1000€.

The Belgian government provides a monthly
income of 1500¢€.

That amount is paid to all adult residents in
Belgium, including newcoming migrants.

That amount is paid to all adults living in Belgium,
on the condition that they been in the country for
a few years.

That amount is paid to all adults living in Belgium,
on the condition that they have the Belgian
nationality.

People who are not working are not obliged to
search for a paid job.

People who are not working are obliged to do
voluntary work or to take up caring
responsibilities.

The basic income replaces all existing social
benefits.

The basic income replaces some existing social
benefits, such as child allowances and sickness
benefits.

The basic income replaces some existing social
benefits but provides top-ups for people with
additional needs or costs (e.g. people with
children or disabled people).

The basic income replaces no existing social
benefits.

The basic income is paid for by income taxes and
social security contributions, which stay as they
are. Potential additional costs are covered by a
new climate tax on CO?2 emissions.

The basic income is paid for by taxes and social
security contributions, which stay as they are.
Potential additional costs are covered by a new
tax on capital.

The basic income is paid for by income taxes and
social security contributions, which will increase
in the future.

The basic income is paid for by taxes and social
security contributions, which stay as they are.

Basic Income in Belgium Survey (2021)



INEQUALITY.
INSECURITY.
DEBT. STRESS.
PRECARITY.
AUTOMATION.
POPULISM.

EXTINCTION.



Demand-capacity
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Demand-capacity conflict #1
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Support for basic income in Europe
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Demand-capacity conflict #2

Basic income? Taxes and/or
cutbacks?

Yes! Preferably not!
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Universal basic income
(UBI)

UBI: tax increase UBI: budget cuts

Source: IPSOS Mori UK (2017)

UBI: tax increase and
budget cuts



Demand-capacity conflict #3
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Algemeen  VWD+la2l  Dob+Volt PvdA+5P PvdD CDA+CU PVV+Fv D
B Onvoorwaardelijk 35,0 253 42,0 48,1 44,0 34,6 379
M Participatie 41,8 451 35,8 484 02,2 39,3 451

Figuur 3. Steun voor een basisinkomen dat verschilt in conditionaliteit, per politiek electoraat (in %)

Source: Basic Income in the Netherlands Survey (2021)



Age politics




Perceived personal gain from a basic income scheme
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Age politics







Research agenda

Context
(place and time)

Political feasibility of
basic income

Individual Popular support for Introduction of basic
characteristics basic income income

Administrative and
financial feasibility of
basic income




